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I t  i s  w i t h  g re a t  p l e a s u re  t h a t  we  p re s e nt  to  y o u 
t h e  A n n u a l  Re p o rt  o f  P RA A N  f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 2 . 
T h i s  re p o rt  h i g h l i g hts  t h e  ke y  a c h i eve m e nts   a n d 
i n i t i a t i ve s  ta ke n  b y  o u r  o rg a n i za t i o n ,  a s  we l l  a s 
t h e  i m p a ct  we  h a ve  m a d e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  we 
s e r ve .

T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  we  h a ve  b e e n  c o m m i tte d  to 
o u r  m i s s i o n  to  f i g ht  p ove rty  t h ro u g h  p a rt i c i p a to -
r y  a ct i o n  re s e a rc h  a ct i v i t i e s  f o l l owe d  b y  s o c i a l 
a ct i o n s  to  e ra d i c a te  p ove rty ,  l a c k  o f  k n ow l e d g e , 
a n d  I n j u st i c e  a n d  h a ve  wo r ke d  t i re l e s s l y  to 
a c h i eve  o u r  g o a l s .  We  h a ve  b e e n  a b l e  to  re a c h 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  t h ro u g h  o u r  p ro g ra m s  a n d 
i n i t i a t i ve s ,  a n d  we  a re  p ro u d  o f  t h e  p o s i t i ve 
i m p a ct  we  h a ve  h a d  o n  t h e i r  l i ve s .

H oweve r ,  we  a l s o  re c o g n i ze  t h a t  t h e re  i s  st i l l 
m u c h  wo r k  to  b e  d o n e .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c i n g  o u r 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a re  c o m p l ex  a n d  o n g o i n g ,  a n d  we 
a re  d e d i c a te d  to  c o nt i n u i n g  o u r  e ff o rts  to  m a ke  a 
m e a n i n g f u l  d i ff e re n c e .

We  wo u l d  l i ke  to  exte n d  o u r  d e e p e st  g ra t i tu d e  to 
a l l  o f  o u r  s u p p o rte rs ,  d o n o rs ,  a n d  vo l u nte e rs  f o r 
t h e i r  c o nt i n u e d  c o m m i t m e nt  to  o u r  c a u s e .  W i t h -
o u t  y o u r  s u p p o rt ,  we  wo u l d  n ot  b e  a b l e  to  m a ke 
t h e  i m p a ct  we  h a ve .

We  i nv i te  y o u  to  re a d  t h ro u g h  t h i s  re p o rt  to  l e a r n 
m o re  a b o u t  o u r  wo r k  a n d  t h e  p ro g re s s  we  h a ve 
m a d e .  We  l o o k  f o r wa rd  to  c o nt i n u i n g  to  wo r k 
to g et h e r  to  m a ke  a  p o s i t i ve  i m p a ct  i n  t h e  c o m i n g 
y e a r .  
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About praan

P R A A N  i s  a  n o n - g ove r n m e nta l  a n d  n o n - p a rt i s a n 

P o l i c y  R e s e a rc h  &  A d vo c a c y  O rg a n i za t i o n  l e d  b y  a 

g ro u p  o f  C i v i l  S o c i et y  a ct i v i sts  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  A s 

a n  o rg a n i za t i o n  o f  p e o p l e s  i nte re st , 

We  a re  wo r k i n g  to  e n s u re  p a rt i c i p a to r y  g ove r -

n a n c e  p ro c e s s e s ,  st re n g t h e n i n g  c i v i l  s o c i et y 

g ro u p s ,  e n s u r i n g  a  l i n k a g e  i n  re s e a rc h  to  p o l i c y 

p ra ct i c e s ,  wa tc h i n g  t h e  p ro g re s s  o f  t h e  S u sta i n -

a b l e  D eve l o p m e nt  G o a l s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  I n c e pte d  i n 

2 0 0 4  b y  s o m e  i n n ova t i ve  a n d  e nt h u s i a st i c  s o c i a l 

a n d  c u l t u ra l  a ct i v i sts  f ro m  d i ff e re nt  s e cto rs  o f 

t h e  s o c i et y ,  P RA A N  i s  wo r k i n g  i nte n s i ve l y  w i t h  t h e 

y o u t h ,  wo m e n ,  p o o r ,  m a rg i n a l ,  a n d  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d 

b i o d i ve rs i t y  d e p e n d e nt  p e o p l e  i . e .  f o re st  p e o p l e , 

i n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  m a rg i n a l  f a r m e rs ,  a n d 

c l i m a te - v u l n e ra b l e  p e o p l e ,  a n d  a ct i ve l y  c o n n e cte d 

m a n y  N a t i o n a l  a n d  I nte r n a t i o n a l  N et wo r k s  a n d  C S O 

g ro u p .  I n  d e l i ve r i n g  i ts  m a n d a te ,  P RA A N  i s  g u i d e d 

b y  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e q u i t y ,  f a i r n e s s ,  i n d e p e n d e n c e , 

t ra n s p a re n c y ,  a c c o u nta b i l i t y ,  e ff e ct i ve n e s s , 

ex p e d i t i o n ,  a n d  j u st i c e .

M i s s i o n
We  E nv i s i o n  a  p ove rt y - f re e  p l u ra l i st  s o c i et y  b a s e d 

o n  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  te c h n o l o g y  w h e re  eve r y o n e ’s 

b a s i c  n e e d s ,  r i g hts ,  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a re  e n s u re d .

V i s i o n
We  w i l l  wo r k  to  f i g ht  p ove rt y  t h ro u g h  p a rt i c i p a to r y 

a ct i o n  re s e a rc h  a ct i v i t i e s  f o l l owe d  b y  s o c i a l 

a ct i o n s  to  e ra d i c a te  p ove rt y ,  l a c k  o f  k n ow l e d g e , 

a n d  I n j u st i c e .



S T R AT EG I C  O B J EC T I V E
P RA A N ’ s  st ra te g i c a l l y  i m p o rta nt  a ct i v i t i e s  a re  re l a te d  to  ove rc o m i n g  t h e 

st r u ct u ra l  c a u s e s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  p ove rt y  a n d  i n j u st i c e ;  w h i c h  i n 

t u r n  c o nt r i b u te  to  t h e  d i g n i f i e d ,  s u sta i n a b l e ,  a n d  e q u i ta b l e  i m p rove m e nt 

o f  l i f e  o f  t h e  d i s a d va nta g e d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  t h ro u g h  p ro m ot -

i n g  re s i l i e nt  l i ve l i h o o d s ,  a g ro e c o l o g y ,  p rote ct  a n d  p ro m ote  r i g hts , 

d e m o c ra t i za t i o n  a n d  a c c o u nta b l e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s .

C O R E  VA LU E S 

•  P a t r i ot i s m  &  c o m m i t m e nt  to  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i nte re st ,  s ove re i g nt y ,  &  p r i d e 

•  J u st i c e ,  t ra n s p a re n c y ,  a n d  a c c o u nta b i l i t y 

•  S u p p o rt  f o r  e nv i ro n m e nt  a n d  e c o l o g y

•  H u m i l i t y  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e

•  Q u a l i t y  a n d  exc e l l e n c e

•  R e s p e ct  f o r  d i ve rs i t y  

•  G e n d e r  f r i e n d l i n e s s  

•  M u t u a l  re s p e ct

Ways  o f a dva n c e m e n t

R e s i l i e nt  
L i ve l i h o o d s

Ec o n o m i c  
&  Ec o l o g i c a l  
J u st i c e

R i g hts  &  
R e s p o n s i ve
G ove r n a n c e

I n c l u s i o n  &  
D i ve rs i t y
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To  p ro m ote  e q u i ta b l e  a n d  s u sta i n a b l e  wa te r  m a n a g e -
m e nt  i n  c o a sta l  d i st r i cts  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  g u a ra nte e i n g 
a c c e s s  to  s u ff i c i e nt ,  h i g h - q u a l i t y ,  a n d  f re e  d r i n k i n g 
wa te r  f o r  a l l  c i t i ze n s ,  P RA A N ' s  t h i s  i n i t i a t i ve  a i m s 
towa rd s  s e c u r i n g  t h e  r i g ht  to  s a f e  d r i n k i n g  wa te r  f o r 
eve r y o n e .

T h e  WaterMove Campaign  i s  a  y o u t h - l e d  c i v i l  m ove -
m e nt  m a d e  u p  o f  i m p a cte d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  y o u n g  p e o p l e , 
a n d  c i v i c  o rg a n i za t i o n s  f ro m  B a n g l a d e s h ' s  c o a sta l 
re g i o n .  I t  h a s  b ro u g ht  to g et h e r  m o re  t h a n  2 0  o rg a n i za -
t i o n s  wo r k i n g  o n  c l i m a te ,  e nv i ro n m e nt  a n d  wa te r  i s s u e s .

P RA A N  i s  h o st i n g  s e c reta r i a t  o f  t h i s  a l l i a n c e  i n  m o b i l i z -
i n g  t h e m  to  d e m a n d  wa te r  r i g hts  f o r  t h e  c o a sta l  c o m -
m u n i t i e s  a n d  b e y o n d .  S i n c e  i ts  i n i t i a t i o n ,  a  st ra te g y 
p l a n n i n g   wo r k s h o p ,  s eve ra l  v i rt u a l  eve n st ,  a n d  1 4   l o c a l 
l eve l  c o m m u n i t y  m o b i l i za t i o n s  we re  o rg a n i za e d 
t h ro u g h o u t  2 0 2 2  u n d e r  t h i s  c a m p a i g n  w h i c h  s u c c e f u l l y 
a tt ra cte d  t h e  l o c a l  g ove r n m e nt  re p re s e nta t i ve s ,  p o l i c y 
m a k e rs  a n d  re l eva nt  sta k e h o l d e rs  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  f ro m  a 
w h o l e  n ew  p e rs p e ct i ve .

2 51 9
I n - p e rs o n  R e a c h

2 0 0 +
M e d i a  H y p e

3 4 7 1 7 2
D i g i ta l  R e a c h
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O p e n  d i s c u s s i o n :  Sa f e  D r i n k i n g  Wa te r  i n  Co a sta l 

A re a s :  C r i s i s  a n d  Pa t hwa y s  towa rd s  So l u t i o n
[উপকূলীয় অ�েল িনরাপদ পািন সংকট এবং সমাধােনর পথানুস�ান] 

T h e  a g r i c u l tu ra l  b u d g et  we  d o  wa nt 
[েকমন কৃিষ বােজট চাই] 

Strategic Planning Workshop |  WaterHackathon ’22 

M o b i l i za t i o n s  a c ro s s  t h e  c o a st  d e m a n d s  s o l ve 

t h e  wa te r  c r i s i s

B a g e r h a t

B a rg u n a ,  B a r i s a l ,  B h o l a ,  Sa t k h i ra

N o a k h a l i

Cox ' s  B a za r

Wo r ks h o p :  B a n g l a d e s h  Powe r  Pa t hwa y

Yo u t h  C y c l e  M a rc h  ‘J o u r n e y  Towa rd s  Eq u a l i ty ’ 

Youth Dialogue :  Prevent Violence Against Women 

WaterMarch on International  Human Rights Day

Cox's Bazar,  Barguna,  Shariatpur

Satkhira

Noakhal i ,  Bar isal ,  Bagerhat

C i t i ze n  D i a l o g u e  o n  Fo o d  Se c u r i ty  a n d  So c i a l 

Sa f ety N et  P ro g ra m s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h 

Rajshahi

Barisal

Noakhal i

Habiganj

26 Apri l ,  '22

29 May,  '22

9-10 September,  '22

6-7 June,  '22

12-16 August,  '22

12 August,  '22

13 August,  '22

14 August,  '22

16 August,  '22

10 December,  '22

13 December,  '22

14 December,  '22

10 December,  '22

12 December,  '22

19 December,  '22

20 December,  '22

30 November,  '22

10-20 December,  '22

10-14 December,  '22

24 November,  '22
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Resilient 
Livlihoods
T h i s  t h e m e  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  e m p owe r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s 

to  b u i l d  s u sta i n a b l e  a n d  re s i l i e nt  l i ve l i h o o d s  t h a t  a re 

c a p a b l e  o f  a d a pt i n g  to  t h e  c h a n g i n g  e c o n o m i c , 

s o c i a l  a n d  e nv i ro n m e nta l  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  a i m  i s  to 

p rov i d e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  k n ow l e d g e s  a n d 

re s o u rc e s  t h e y  n e e d  to  s e c u re  t h e i r  l i ve l i h o o d s , 

i n c l u d i n g  f i n a n c i a l  l i te ra c y  a n d  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  t ra i n -

i n g ,  a s  we l l  a s  a c c e s s  to  m a r k ets .  T h e  u l t i m a te  g o a l 

i s  to  c re a te  s u sta i n a b l e  e c o n o m i c  o p p o rt u n i t i e s 

t h a t  c a n  h e l p  c o m m u n i t i e s  b u i l d  re s i l i e n c e  a n d 

i m p rove  t h e i r  sta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g  ove r  t h e  l o n g - te r m . 

I t  a i m s  to  p ro m ote  e c o n o m i c  o p p o rt u n i t i e s  a n d 

st re n g t h e n  t h e  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  to  a d a pt 

to  c h a n g i n g  c i rc u m sta n c e s  a n d  b u i l d  re s i l i e n c e 

a g a i n st  s h o c k s .

P h oto  C re d i t :  B h o j  K H A N A L  [ I nte r n et ]



P RA A N  A n n u a l  re p o rt  ‘2 2
R e s i l i e nt  l i ve l i h o o d

The economy o f  B a n g l a d e s h  i s  m a i n l y 

b a s e d  o n  a g r i c u l tu re ,  re a d y - m a d e  g a r m e nts , 

a n d  re m i tta n c e s  a n d  i s  o n  i ts  wa y  to  b e c o m e  a 

m i d d l e - i n c o m e  c o u nt r y .  D e s p i te  t h e  d e c l i n i n g 

c o nt r i b u t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l tu re  to  G D P  c o m p a re d  to 

ot h e r  s e cto rs ,  a g r i c u l tu re  st i l l  c o nt r i b u te s  t h e 

m o st  to  f o o d  s e c u r i ty ,  e m p l o y m e nt  a n d 

e c o n o m i c  g rowt h  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  B a n g l a d e s h ' s 

r u ra l  e c o n o m y  a n d  a g r i c u l tu re  h a ve  b e e n  a n 

i m p o rta nt  re g u l a to r  o f  p ove rty  a l l ev i a t i o n  f o r  a 

l o n g  t i m e .

P RA A N  h a s  b e e n  wo r k i n g  f o r  m a n y  y e a rs ,  f o c u s -

i n g  o n  a g r i c u l tu re ,  f o o d  s e c u r i ty  a n d  b u d g et - re -

l a te d  i s s u e s .  P RA A N ' s  wo r k  i n  a g r i c u l tu re 

i nvo l ve s  p ro m ot i n g  s u sta i n a b l e  f a r m i n g  p ra ct i c -

e s ,  i n c re a s i n g  a c c e s s  to  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  te c h -

n o l o g y ,  s u ff i c i e nt  re s o u rc e s  a n d  a d vo c a t i n g 

f o r  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  s u p p o rt  s m a l l - s c a l e  f a r m e rs .

Ac c o rd i n g  to  t h e  Wo r l d  B a n k ,  st i l l  a b o u t  6 2 

p e rc e nt  o f  p e o p l e  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  d e p e n d  o n 

a g r i c u l tu re  i n  o n e  wa y  o r  a n ot h e r  f o r  t h e i r  l i ve l i -

h o o d .  Ac c o rd i n g  to  B a n g l a d e s h  La b o r  Fo rc e 

S u r ve y  ( 2 0 1 6 - 1 7 ) ,  4 0 . 4  p e rc e nt  o f  t h e  c o u nt r y ' s 

tota l  l a b o r  f o rc e  i s  st i l l  e n g a g e d  i n  a g r i c u l tu re , 

w h i c h  i s  a  l a rg e  p a rt  o f  t h e  b a c k wa rd  p o o r 

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u nt r y  a n d  w h o s e  s u sta i n -

a b l e  d eve l o p m e nt  i s  d i re ct l y  re l a te d  to  t h e 

d eve l o p m e nt  o f  a g r i c u l tu re .  B u t  d e s p i te  t h e 

i n c re a s e  i n  t h e  s i ze  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b u d g et 

eve r y  y e a r ,  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l tu re  a n d 

re l a te d  s e cto rs  i s  d e c re a s i n g  w h i c h  i s  ve r y 

d i s a p p o i nt i n g .

Co n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c o u nt r y ' s  f o o d  s e c u r i ty  a n d 

p o s s i b l e  f o o d  c r i s i s ,  t h e  a g r i c u l tu re  s e cto r 

d e m a n d s  ext ra  a tte nt i o n  i n  t h e  u p c o m i n g 

b u d g et .  W h e n  a  l a rg e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  l o st 

t h e i r  j o b s  i n  t h e  c o u nt r y ' s  i n d u st r y  a n d  s e r v i c e 

s e cto r  i n  c ov i d  p e r i o d  a n d  a l s o  a m o n g  t h e  ex p a -

t r i a te  wo r ke rs  retu r n e d  to  t h e  v i l l a g e s  a fte r 

l o s i n g  t h e i r  j o b s ,  t h e  c o u nt r y ' s  a g r i c u l tu re 

s e cto r  re m a i n e d  t h e  o n l y  b e a c o n  o f  h o p e  a m i d 

a p p re h e n s i o n s  a n d  d i re  f o o d  a n d  e c o n o m i c 

c r i s e s .

D e m a n d i n g  f o r  a  s m a l l  f a r m e rs  f r i e n d l y  a g r i c u l -

tu re  B u d g et ,  a  s e m i n a r  ‘T h e  Ag r i c u l tu ra l  B u d g et 

We  d o  Wa nt ’ ,  wa s  o rg a n i ze d  o n  M a y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 2 .  

S p e a ke rs  a t  t h e  m e et i n g  s a i d  t h a t  o u r  a g r i -

c u l tu re  i s  i n  d a n g e r  to d a y  d u e  to  c l i m a te 

c h a n g e ,  s o  i s  n o  a l te r n a t i ve  to  m o d e r n i ze 

agr icu lture to increase product ion in  l i n e 

w i t h  t h e  c l i m a te  h o st i l i ty . D o m e st i c  a g r i c u l tu ra l 

p ro d u ct i o n  n e e d s  to  b e  i n c re a s e d  to  re c ove r 

t h e  e c o n o m y  n e g a t i ve l y  i m p a cte d  b y  t h e 

p a n d e m i c  a s  we l l  a s  to  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  e ff e cts  o f 

t h e  wa r  i n  U k ra i n e  re s u l t i n g  i n  i n f l a t i o n  a n d 

p r i c e  h i ke .  At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  m e a s u re s  n e e d  to 

b e  ta ke n  to  p rov i d e  d i re ct  i n c e nt i ve s  to 

s m a l l - s c a l e  f a r m e rs  a n d  f e m a l e  p e a s a nts ,  t h e 

m a i n  s u p p l i e rs  o f  f o o d  d e m a n d .  Lo c a l  f a r m e rs 

a n d  c o n c e r n e d  p e o p l e  h a ve  d e m a n d e d  i n c re a s -

i n g  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b u d g et  f o r 

a g r i c u l tu re  a n d  g i v i n g  p o l i c y  p rote ct i o n  f o r  t h i s .

M o re  t h a n  3 0  p a rt i c i p a nts  i n c l u d i n g  s m a l l  f a r m -

e rs ,  f e m a l e  f a r m e rs ,  y o u n g  e nt re p re n e u rs , 

te a c h e rs ,  l a w y e rs ,  j o u r n a l i sts ,  g ove r n m e nt 

p e rs o n a l s ,  a n d  C S O  re p re s e nta t i ve s  j o i n e d  t h e 

eve nt  a n d  ex p re s s e d  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  o n  re f o r m i n g 

t h e  a g r i c u l tu ra l  b u d g et  to  m a ke  i t  m o re  s m a l l 

a n d  m a rg i n a l  f a r m e rs  f r i e n d l y .

The Agricultural Budget 
We do Want
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P h oto  C re d i t :  B a d h o n  M a n o b  U n n a y a n  S o n g st h a

Economic 
& Ecological 
Justice
Ec o n o m i c  a n d  Ec o l o g i c a l  J u st i c e  s e e k s  to  a d d re s s 

s y ste m i c  e c o n o m i c  a n d  e nv i ro n m e nta l  i s s u e s  t h a t 

a ff e ct  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  p a rt i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  t h a t  a re 

m a rg i n a l i ze d .  T h e  f o c u s  i s  o n  p ro m ot i n g  e c o n o m i c 

g row t h  t h a t  i s  e q u i ta b l e  a n d  s u sta i n a b l e ,  a n d  e n s u r -

i n g  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i ts  o f  t h i s  g row t h  a re  d i st r i b u te d 

f a i r l y  a m o n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h i s  t h e m e  a l s o  s e e k s  to 

p rote ct  t h e  e nv i ro n m e nt  a n d  p ro m ote  e c o l o g i c a l 

j u st i c e ,  b y  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a ve  a c c e s s 

to  c l e a n  wa te r ,  a i r ,  a n d  ot h e r  n a t u ra l  re s o u rc e s ,  a n d 

t h a t  t h e y  a re  a b l e  to  s u sta i n a b l y  m a n a g e  t h e s e 

re s o u rc e s  f o r  f u t u re  g e n e ra t i o n s .
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Bangladesh h a s  b e c o m e  p a rt i c u l a r l y 

v u l n e ra b l e  w i t h  t h e  o n s et  o f  c l i m a te  c h a n g e . 

Es p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c o a sta l  a re a s ,  t h e  i m p a cts  a re 

n ot  l i m i te d  to  l i ve l i h o o d  d i ve rs i ty ,  f o o d  s e c u r i ty , 

h e a l t h ,  a n d  e c o n o m y .  T h e  s c a rc i ty  o f  d r i n k i n g 

wa te r  i s  a c u te  i n  t h e  c o a sta l  zo n e s  o f  B a n g l a -

d e s h .  T h e  s u rf a c e  wa te r  i s  h i g h l y  s a l i n e  a n d 

f re s h  wa te r  i s  n ot  a va i l a b l e  a t  t h e  d e pt h s 

w h e re  i t  s h o u l d  b e .

Fo c u s i n g  o n  t h e  i m p a ct  o f  c l i m a te  c h a n g e  i n  t h e 

c o a sta l  a re a s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  p a rt i c u l a r l y  t h e 

s c a rc i ty  o f  s a f e  d r i n k i n g  wa te r ,  w h i c h  h a s 

b e c o m e  a  m a j o r  i s s u e  a ff e ct i n g  t h e  l i ve l i h o o d 

d i ve rs i ty ,  f o o d  s e c u r i ty ,  h e a l t h ,  a n d  e c o n o m y  o f 

t h e  c o a sta l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n  o p e n  d i s c u s s i o n 

t i t l e d  ' Sa f e  D r i n k i n g  Wa te r  i n  Co a sta l  A re a s : 

C r i s i s  a n d  Pa t hwa y s  towa rd s  So l u t i o n ' ,  h e l d 

v i rtu a l l y  o n  A p r i l  2 6 ,  2 0 2 2 . 

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  wa s  a tte n d e d  b y  a  va r i ety  o f 

p a rt i c i p a nts ,  i n c l u d i n g  ex p e rts ,  re p re s e nta t i ve s 

f ro m  c o a sta l  o rg a n i za t i o n s ,  c o a sta l  i n h a b i ta nts , 

f a r m e rs ,  a n d  C S O  re p re s e nta t i ve s . 

T h e y  ex p re s s e d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e 

st r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  c o a sta l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  c o l l e ct i

n g  s a f e  d r i n k i n g  wa te r  a n d  re c o m m e n d e d 

s eve ra l  a ct i o n s  to  a d d re s s  t h e  i s s u e ,  i n c l u d i n g 

t h e  p ro p e r  m a i nte n a n c e  o f  te c h n o l o g i e s ,  d o c u -

m e nta t i o n  o f  l o c a l  k n ow l e d g e  o n  c o l l e ct i n g  a n d 

sto r i n g  d r i n k i n g  wa te r ,  a n d  t h e  p rote ct i o n  o f 

h o m e s p u n  k n ow l e d g e . 

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a l s o  h i g h l i g hte d  t h e  s u ff e r i n g  o f 

c o a sta l  wo m e n  w h o  h a ve  to  t ra ve l  l o n g  d i sta n c -

e s  to  c o l l e ct  wa te r ,  o fte n  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d re n 

u n a tte n d e d ,  a n d  a re  ex p o s e d  to  va r i o u s 

d a n g e rs .  T h e  l a c k  o f  a c c e s s  to  p u re  wa te r  h a s 

l e ft  p e o p l e  w i t h  n o  o pt i o n  b u t  to  b e  d e p e n d e nt 

o n  s a l i n e  wa te r ,  w h i c h  i s  s eve re l y  d et r i m e nta l 

to  h e a l t h .

The lives a n d  l i ve l i h o o d s  o f  t h e  c o a sta l 

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  a re  u n d e n i a b l y 

a ff e cte d  d u e  to  wa te r  s a l i n i ty ,  a rs e n i c ,  wa te r 

l o g g i n g ,  p o l l u t i o n ,  r i s ks  f ro m  c l i m a te  c h a n g e , 

a n d  s o  o n .  I t  i s  u rg e nt  to  s e n s i t i ze  t h e  l o c a l 

p o l i c y m a ke rs ,  re p re s e nta t i ve s ,  a n d  g ove r n -

m e nt  o ff i c i a l s ,  a n d  i n i t i a te  m a s s  c a m p a i g n s  a n d 

sw i ft  a ct i o n  to  c re a te  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  o n  t h i s 

c r i s i s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e st  p r i o r i ty  to  e n s u re 

s u sta i n a b l e  h u m a n  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 

d eve l o p m e nt  o f  c o a sta l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e  t wo - d a y  st ra te g i c  p l a n n i n g  wo r ks h o p  

' Wa te r H a c ka t h o n  2 0 2 2 '  wa s  h e l d  a t  C S S  Ava  

Ce nt re ,  K h u l n a  f ro m  7 t h - 8 t h  o f  J u n e  2 0 2 2  a n d  

wa s  a tte n d e d  b y  2 7  p a rt i c i p a nts ,  i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l  

a n d  n a t i o n a l  N G O s ,  ex p e rts ,  a n d  m e d i a  p e rs o n -

n e l ,  wo r k i n g  o n  c l i m a te  c h a n g e ,  e nv i ro n m e nt ,  

a n d  wa te r  r i g hts  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  c o a sta l  a re a s  o f  

B a n g l a d e s h .  Va r i o u s  s e s s i o n s  we re  h e l d  d u r i n g  

t h e  wo r ks h o p ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b u r n i n g  c r i s i s  o f  

f re s hwa te r  i n  c o a sta l  B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e  i nte r l i n k  

b et we e n  wa te r  a n d  c l i m a te  c h a n g e ,  a n d  n a t i o n -

a l  a n d  i nte r n a t i o n a l  wa te r - re l a te d  p o l i c i e s  a n d  

virtual discussion | Safe 
Drinking Water in Coastal 
Areas: Crisis & Pathways 
towards Solution Waterhackathon:

the strategy planning 
workshop
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right to Water Week | 
Mobilizations across the 
coast

p rote ct i o n s .  T h e  wo r ks h o p  o u t l i n e d  t h e  st ra te -

g y  a n d  a ct i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Wa te r M ove  Ca m p a i g n ,  

w h i c h  f o c u s e s  o n  m e d i a  m o b i l i za t i o n ,  v i rtu a l  

c a m p a i g n s ,  c o m m u n i ty - l e d  a ct i o n  g ro u p s ,  

e n g a g e m e nt  o f  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e rs ,  a n d  s e n -

s i t i za t i o n  o f  p o l i c y  a cto rs .  O n  t h e  wo r ks h o p  i t  

wa s  a g re e d  b y  a l l  t h e  p a rt i c i p a nts  t h a t  P RA A N  

w i l l  h o st  t h e  s e c reta r i a t  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n .

To  d ra w  t h e  a tte nt i o n  o f  p o l i c y m a ke rs  a n d  

m e d i a  to  ta ke  a ct i o n  to  s o l ve  t h e  wa te r  c r i s i s  

f o r  a ff e cte d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  P RA A N  o rg a n i ze d  

d i st r i ct - l eve l  c a m p a i g n s  u n d e r  t h e  Wa te r M ove  

Ca m p a i g n  i n  s eve n  c o a sta l  d i st r i cts  o f  B a n g l a -

d e s h .

S i m i l a r  m o b i l i za t i o n  eve nts  we r re  a r ra n g e d  i n  

B a rg u n a ,  B a g e r h a t ,  B a r i s a l ,  N o a k h a l i ,  Sa t k h i ra ,  

Cox ’s b a za r  a n d  B h o l a .

P u b l i c  d e m a n d s  we re  h i g h l i g hte d  o n  va r i o u s  

c o m m u n i ty - l eve l  d r i n k i n g  c r i s e s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  

p o l i c y  s o l u t i o n s  to  e n s u re  c o m m u n i t i e s ’  r i g ht  to  

d r i n k i n g  wa te r .  

Water march | 
water is a human right

T h e  r i g ht  to  wa te r  i s  a n  i nte g ra l  p a rt  o f  h u m a n  

r i g hts .  I f  t h e  wa te r  r i g hts  o f  t h e  c o a sta l  c o m -

m u n i t i e s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  a re  n ot  p rote cte d ,  ot h e r  

b a s i c  h u m a n  r i g hts  w i l l  a l s o  b e  u n d e r m i n e d .  

Wa te r  c r i s i s  i s  n ot  n ew  i n  t h e  c o a sta l  re g i o n  o f  

B a n g l a d e s h .  Wa te r  r i g hts  o f  c o a sta l  c o m m u n i -

t i e s  a re  p a rt i c u l a r l y  t h re a te n e d  b y  i n c l u d i n g  

c o a sta l  l o c a t i o n ,  ove r u s e  a n d  u n p l a n n e d  u s e  o f  

l i m i te d  n a tu ra l  re s o u rc e s  a n d  a l s o  ex p o s u re  to  

t h e  d i re ct  i m p a ct  o f  g l o b a l  c l i m a te  c h a n g e .  

O n  t h e  eve  o f  I nte r n a t i o n a l  H u m a n  R i g hts  D a y  

2 0 2 2  Wa te r M a rc h  wa s  o rg a n i ze d  i n  s eve ra l  

c o a sta l  d i st r i cts  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  -  N o a k h a l i ,  Cox ' s  

B a za r ,  B a r i s a l ,  B a rg u n a ,  B a g e r h a t ,  Sa t k h i ra ,  

S h a r i a t p u r .  T h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  eve nts  wa s   

‘Wa te r  R i g hts  a re  H u m a n  R i g hts  |  En s u re  Wa te r  

R i g hts  o f  A l l  Co a sta l  Pe o p l e ’ .

W i t h  i n c re a s e d  g ove r n m e nt  a l l o c a t i o n  a n d  

i nve st m e nt ,  sto p p i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  g ro u n d wa te r ,  

d i g g i n g  l a rg e  a re a - b a s e d  p o n d s ,  c a n a l s  a n d  

re s e r vo i rs  to  reta i n  ra i nwa te r ,  c re a t i n g  f re s h -

wa te r  re s e r vo i rs ,  t h e  i n h a b i ta nts  a n d  c o m m u n i -

t i e s  a ff e cte d  b y  wa te r  c r i s i s  f ro m  f ro m  t h e  

a ff e cte d  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a ve  d e m a n d e d  to  

e n s u re  u n i ve rs a l ,  e q u i ta b l e  a n d  s u sta i n a b l e  

a c c e s s  to  c l e a n  wa te r  f o r  t h e  c o a sta l  c o m m u -

n i t i e s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h .

0 7  D i st r i cts 7 2 5  Pe o p l e
8 0   M e d i a  
Cove ra g e0 7  Eve nts
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Inclusion 
& Diversity
I n c l u s i o n  &  D i ve rs i t y  s e e k s  to  p ro m ote  a  m o re  i n c l u -

s i ve  a n d  d i ve rs e  s o c i et y ,  w h e re  eve r y o n e  h a s  e q u a l 

o p p o rt u n i t i e s  a n d  a c c e s s  to  re s o u rc e s ,  re g a rd l e s s 

o f  t h e i r  b a c k g ro u n d  o r  i d e nt i t y .  T h i s  t h e m e  re c o g -

n i ze s  t h e  i m p o rta n c e  o f  p ro m ot i n g  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n 

a n d  re s p e ct  f o r  d i ve rs i t y ,  a n d  s e e k s  to  re d u c e 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  exc l u s i o n  t h ro u g h  i n c l u s i ve  p o l i -

c i e s ,  p ro g ra m s  a n d  p ra ct i c e s  a n d  a l s o  s e e k s  to 

e n s u re  t h a t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a re  a b l e  to  ex p re s s  t h e i r 

c u l t u ra l  i d e nt i t i e s  a n d  p a rt i c i p a te  f u l l y  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f 

t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  p e rs e c u t i o n  o r 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n

P h oto :  U N I C E F
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A i m i n g  to  t ra c k  t h e  p e rc e pt i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f 

t h e  re g i o n  towa rd s  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a to r y  p ra ct i c -

e s ,  i n c re a s i n g  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n st  wo m e n  i n  N o a k h -

a l i ,  a  q u i c k  s u r ve y  wa s  c o n d u cte d  a m o n g  t h e 

y o u n g  m e n  h e re .  A n ot h e r  stu d y  wa s  b a s e d  o n 

t h e  exte nt  to  w h i c h  wo m e n  h a ve  b e e n  s u b j e ct -

e d  to  i n s u l ts ,  s exu a l  h a ra s s m e nt ,  o b sta c l e s  i n 

s o c i ety ,  n e g a t i ve  v i ews ,  ove ra l l  s a f ety  a n d 

f re e d o m  o f  m ove m e nt  o f  wo m e n  i n  t h e  re g i o n , 

w h e re  1 0 0 %  o f  t h e  p a rt i c i p a nts  a re  wo m e n .

T h e  s u r ve y  a m o n g  t h e  m a l e  reve a l s  t h a t  6 2 %  o f 

t h e  re s p o n d e nts  t h i n k  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n st 

wo m e n  i n  N o a k h a l i  h a s  d ra st i c a l l y  b e e n 

i n c re a s e d .  T h e  re s p o n d e nts  we re  g i ve n  a  l i st  o f 

u nwa nte d  b e h a v i o r / a ct  w h i c h  a re  c o n s i d e re d 

a s  s exu a l  h a ra s s m e nt  b y  l a w .  B u t  a  re m a r ka b l e 

n u m b e r  o f  m a l e s  d i d  n ot  m a r k  t h e s e  b e h a v i o rs 

a s  h a ra s s m e nt .  T h e  b e h a v i o rs  m o st  c o m m o n l y 

i d e nt i f i e d  b y  p a rt i c i p a nts  a s  s exu a l  h a ra s s m e nt 

we re :  r u d e  g e stu re s ,  s exu a l  c o m m e nts ,  o ff e n -

s i ve  to u c h i n g ,  s h ow i n g  p r i va te  p a rts ,  o ff e n s i ve 

c o m m e nts  a b o u t  p h y s i c a l  c h a ra cte r i st i c s ,  a n d 

s exu a l  ta l k  m a k i n g  i t  ove r h e a rd  b y  ot h e rs .  6 8 % 

o f  t h e  re s p o n d e nts  b e l i eve  t h a t  v i o l e n c e 

a g a i n st  wo m e n  i s  i n c re a s i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  u n a c -

c e pta b l e ( ! )  c l ot h i n g .  2 8 %  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a nts  t h i n k 

t h a t  m o st  wo m e n  f i l e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  ra p e  o r 

s exu a l  a s s a u l t  to  f ra m e  t h e i r  a d ve rs a r i e s .  3 6 % 

t h i n k  t h a t  ra t h e r  t h a n  ta k i n g  l e g a l  a ct i o n ,  t h e 

d i g n i ty  o f  t h e  v i ct i m s  c a n  b e  p rote cte d  i f  t h e y 

s ett l e  t h e  m a tte rs  b y  t h e m s e l ve s . 

6 0 %  o f  t h e  m e n  s u r ve y e d  t h i n k  t h a t  w h e n  a 

w i f e ’s  i n c o m e  i s  m o re  t h a n  t h e  h u s b a n d ’s ,  i t 

c re a te s  c h a o s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  5 1 %  o f  t h e  re s p o n -

d e nts  s h a re d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  h i g h l y  re a s o n a b l e  t h a t 

m a l e  wo r ke rs  g et  p a i d  m o re  f o r  t h e  s a m e  j o b  a s 

t h e y  t h i n k  wo m e n  wo r k  l e s s  t h a n  m a n .  Fo r 

c r i m e s  l i ke  ra p e ,  a p a rt  f ro m  s i g n i f i c a nt  f a cto rs 

l i ke  v i o l e nt  s o c i a l  st r u ctu re ,  l a c k  o f  j u st i c e , 

v i o l e nt  a tt i tu d e ,  m i s o g y n y ,  5 4 %  o f  t h e  s u r ve y e d 

f e e l  t h a t  ra p e  o c c u r  b e c a u s e  wo m e n  a re  n ot 

c a re f u l  e n o u g h ,  4 0 %  s u r ve y e d  i d e nt i f i e d  wo m -

e n ’s  s o l o  m ove m e nt  i s  a  re m a r ka b l e  re a s o n  f o r 

ra p e . 

02. sexual harassment, obsta-
cles in society, negative views, 
overall safety and freedom of 
movement of women
O n  t h e  ot h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  re s p o n d e nts  o f  t h e 

ot h e r  s u r ve y ,  1 0 0 %  o f  w h i c h  we re  f e m a l e ,  9 3 %  o f 

t h e m  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n ot  f e e l  s a f e  f ro m 

s exu a l  h a ra s s m e nt  w h i l e  m ov i n g  a l o n e  i n  t h i s 

c i ty ,  b e  i t  wa l k i n g ,  r i d i n g  a  b u s  o r  a n y  ot h e r 

t ra n s p o rta t i o n s .  T h e y  i d e nt i f i e d  t h e  C N G  a u to 

sta n d s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o st  p e r i l o u s  p l a c e s  o f 

s exu a l  h a ra s s m e nt .  T h e n  c a m e  t h e  n a m e  o f 

h a w ke rs ’  m a r ket  c i rc l e ,  i n  f ro nt  o f  N o a k h a l i 

S u p e r  M a r ket ,  M a i j d i  B a za r  a n d  h o u s i n g  b a l u r 

m a t h .  D u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  i nte r v i ew  w h i l e  ta k i n g 

t h e  d a ta  o f  t h e  s u r ve y ,  t h e  p a rt i c i p a nts  s a i d 

t h a t  i f  t h e y  a re  t ra ve l i n g  a l o n e  i n  a  C N G  o r  a  b u s , 

t h e y  a re  a l wa y s  a nx i o u s  a s  t h e y  d o  n ot  k n ow 

w h e n  s o m e o n e  sta rts  m i s c o n d u cts .  Eve n  w h i l e 

wa l k i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  h a w ke rs ’  m a r ket ,  m a n y  h a ve 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e nt i o n e d  t h e  s h o p ke e p e rs  t h row -

i n g  s u g g e st i ve  p h ra s e s . 

T h e  m a tte r  o f  c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  7 7 %  o f  t h e 

p a rt i c i p a nts  o f  t h i s  s u r ve y  d o  n ot  k n ow  a n y 

o rg a n i za t i o n ,  we b s i te ,  h ot l i n e  n u m b e r  t h a t  c a n 

b e  c o nta cte d  to  c o m p l a i n / re p o rt  a b o u t  s exu a l 

h a ra s s m e nt .  O n l y  te n  o f  t h e  s u r ve y e d  m e n -

t i o n e d  N a t i o n a l  Em e rg e n c y  Se r v i c e  H ot l i n e  9 9 9 , 

a n d  t h re e  m e nt i o n e d  1 0 9  n a t i o n a l  h e l p l i n e  f o r 

p reve nt i o n  o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n st  wo m e n  a n d 

c h i l d re n .  6 9 . 2  p e rs o n  o f  t h e  re s p o n d e nts  d o  n ot 

s h a re  a n y  o c c u r re n c e  o f  s exu a l  a s s a u l t  eve n 

w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l y .  T h e  re a s o n s  t h e y  m e nt i o n e d 

a re  l a c k  o f  f r i e n d l y  re l a t i o n  w i t h  f a m i l y  m e m -

b e rs ,  f e a r  o f  n ot  b e i n g  a l l owe d  to  g o  o u ts i d e 

o n c e  t h e y  g et  te n s e d . .

rapid survey

01. Perception of the young 
people towards the discrimina-
tory practices, increasing VAW 
in Noakhali
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The Youth Cycle March,  u n d e r  t h e 

s l o g a n  ' B u i l d i n g  a n  e q u a l  s o c i ety  w i t h  t h e  u n i ty 

o f  y o u t h , '  wa s  a  st ro n g  a n n o u n c e m e nt  b y  t h e 

y o u t h  o f  N o a k h a l i  a g a i n st  a n y  ty p e  o f  g e n d e r 

v i o l e n c e .

T h e  C y c l e  M a rc h  i n  N o a k h a l i ,  B a n g l a d e s h  wa s  a 

re m a r ka b l e  eve nt  t h a t  g a t h e re d  y o u n g  p e o p l e 

f ro m  d i ff e re nt  b a c kg ro u n d s  to  p ro m ote  e q u a l i -

ty  a n d  p reve nt  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e .  T h e 

m a rc h  sta rte d  a t  M u j i b  Sq u a re  i n  f ro nt  o f  t h e 

N o a k h a l i  D C  o ff i c e ,  a n d  a fte r  c i rc l i n g  t h e  m a i n 

ro a d ,  i t  e n d e d  a t  N o a k h a l i  S h i l p a ka l a  Ac a d e m y . 

T h e  p a rt i c i p a nts  we re  d i v i d e d  i nto  g ro u p s  a n d 

m a rc h e d  towa rd s  B e g u m g o n j  a n d  S u b o r n o c h a r 

U p a z i l a  Pa r i s h a d .

T h e  m a rc h  wa s  i n a u g u ra te d  b y  t h e  N o a k h a l i 

D i st r i ct  Co m m i s s i o n e r  M r .  D ewa n  M a h b u b u r 

Ra h m a n  a n d  A D C  ( G e n e ra l )  I s ra t  Sa d m i n ,  w h o 

ro d e  b i c y c l e s  to  s et  a n  exa m p l e  f o r  t h e  p a rt i c i -

p a nts .  T h e  eve nt  a i m e d  to  b u i l d  a n  e q u a l  s o c i ety 

w i t h  t h e  u n i ty  o f  y o u t h  a n d  p reve nt  v i o l e n c e 

a g a i n st  wo m e n .  T h e  m a s s  g a t h e r i n g  wa s  a 

st ro n g  a n n o u n c e m e nt  b y  t h e  y o u t h  t h a t  t h e y 

a re  a ct i ve  a g a i n st  a n y  ty p e  o f  g e n d e r  v i o l e n c e .

Afte r  c o m p l et i n g  t h e  f i rst  ro u n d  o f  t h e  m a rc h , 

t h e  p a rt i c i p a nts  g a t h e re d  a t  S h i l p o ko l a  Ac a d e -

m y  a n d  ex p re s s e d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  ove r  t h e 

re c e nt  i n c i d e nts  o f  ra p e ,  m u rd e r ,  a n d  a tta c ks 

o n  wo m e n  i n  N o a k h a l i .  T h e  p a rt i c i p a nts  d e m a n d -

e d  e ff e ct i ve  i n i t i a t i ve s  to  sto p  a l l  k i n d s  o f 

v i o l e n c e  a g a i n st  wo m e n ,  s p e e d  u p  t h e  l e g a l  a n d 

j u st i c e  s y ste m ,  a n d  e n s u re  a  s a f e  e nv i ro n m e nt 

f o r  wo m e n  eve r y w h e re .

Seve ra l  s p e a ke rs  h i g h l i g hte d  t h e  i m p o rta n c e  o f 

p ro p e r  i m p l e m e nta t i o n  o f  a n  a nt i - v i o l e n c e  c e l l 

i n  a l l  g ove r n m e nt  a n d  n o n - g ove r n m e nt  i n st i tu -

t i o n s ,  s i g n i n g  a n d  c o m p l ete  i m p l e m e nta t i o n  o f 

C E D AW ,  a n d  a b o l i t i o n  o f  a l l  l a ws  a n d  p ra ct i c e s 

d i s c r i m i n a to r y  to  wo m e n  to  p reve nt  v i o l e n c e 

a g a i n st  wo m e n .  T h e y  a l s o  e m p h a s i ze d  t h e 

n e c e s s i ty  o f  e n d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a b u s e - h a -

ra s s m e nt  o f  v i ct i m s  d u r i n g  t h e  i nve st i g a t i o n , 

t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  c r i m i n o l o g i sts  a n d  g e n d e r 

ex p e rts  i n  t h e  Wo m e n  a n d  C h i l d re n  Re p re s s i o n 

P reve nt i o n  Tr i b u n a l ,  a n d  f o ste r i n g  sw i ft  d i s p o s -

a l  o f  a l l  p e n d i n g  c a s e s  b y  a m p l i f y i n g  t h e  n u m b e r 

o f  t r i b u n a l s .

T h e  c y c l i sts  t h e n  sta rte d  f o r  t h e i r  n ext  d e st i -

n a t i o n s ,  B e g u m g a n j  a n d  S u b o r n o c h a r  U p a z i l a 

Pa r i s h a d .  O n e  g ro u p  re a c h e d  B e g u m g a n j  U p a z i l a 

Pa r i s h a d  a n d  h a n d e d  ove r  s o u ve n i rs  o f  t h e 

eve nt  to  t h e  U p a z i l l a  N i r b a h i  O ff i c e r ,  w h i l e  t h e 

ot h e r  g ro u p s  d i d  t h e  s a m e  a t  S u b a r n o c h a r 

U p a z i l a  Pa r i s h a d .  B e f o re  re a c h i n g  t h e  f i n a l 

d e st i n a t i o n  p o i nt ,  t h e s e  g ro u p s  g a t h e re d  a t 

d i ff e re nt  p l a c e s  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  ro u te  a n d 

s h a re d  t h e i r  m e s s a g e  to  i n s p i re  p e o p l e  to  ta ke 

a  sta n d  a g a i n st  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e .

T h e  Yo u t h  C y c l e  M a rc h  wa s  a  ste p  towa rd s 

b u i l d i n g  a n  e q u a l  s o c i ety  t h ro u g h  t h e  p a rt i c i p a -

t i o n  o f  a l l  p e o p l e  a n d  b r i n g i n g  p o s i t i ve  c h a n g e 

to  p reve nt  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e .  I t  wa s  a 

st ro n g  re m i n d e r  t h a t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  c a n  p l a y  a 

v i ta l  ro l e  i n  c re a t i n g  a  b ette r  wo r l d  f o r  eve r y -

o n e .  I t  a l s o  i n s p i re d  t h e  y o u t h  to  i n i t i a te  d i s c u s -

s i o n s  a n d  ta ke  c o l l a b o ra t i ve  a ct i o n  to  p reve nt 

g e n d e r  v i o l e n c e ,  c o nt r i b u t i n g  to  b u i l d i n g  a  s a f e r 

a n d  m o re  e q u a l  s o c i ety  f o r  a l l .

Youth cycle march | jour-
ney towards equality



p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  i n i t i a t i ve s  a i m e d  a t  c re a t -

i n g  a  s a f e r  e nv i ro n m e nt  f o r  wo m e n .
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‘Youth in Preventing Violence 
Against Women’ wa s  a  s i g n i f i c a nt  eve nt 

h e l d  to  d i s c u s s  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e ,  i ts 

i m p a ct  o n  s o c i ety ,  a n d  h ow  to  p reve nt  i t .  T h e 

eve nt  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a nt h e m ,  f o l l owe d 

b y  t h e  m o d e ra to r  N u r u l  A l a m  M a s u d ,  C EO  o f 

P RA A N ,  ex p l a i n i n g  t h e  a i m  a n d  o b j e ct i ve  o f  t h e 

eve nt . 

T h e  eve nt  h i g h l i g hte d  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t wo  ra p i d 

s u r ve y s  c o n d u cte d  to  b ette r  u n d e rsta n d  t h e 

p reva l e n c e  a n d  i m p a ct  o f  g e n d e r - b a s e d 

v i o l e n c e  i n  s o c i ety .  T h e  p a rt i c i p a nts  s h a re d 

t h e i r  p e rs o n a l  ex p e r i e n c e s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  o n  t h e 

i s s u e  o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n st  wo m e n ,  a n d  d i ff e re nt 

s p e a ke rs  s p o ke  a b o u t  t h e  i n i t i a t i ve s  ta ke n  b y 

t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  t h e  g ove r n m e nt  to  p reve nt 

v i o l e n c e  a g a i n st  wo m e n . "  Tra n s g e n d e r  a ct i v i st 

S h a m s u l  I s l a m  Po l o k  a l s o  m e nt i o n e d  t h e  n e e d  to 

c o n s i d e r  a l l  g e n d e rs  i n  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e 

a n d  ta ke  a  w h o l e - o f - s o c i ety  a p p ro a c h  to  p l a n -

n i n g  a n d  d e s i g n i n g  s o l u t i o n s . 

T h e y  a l s o  h i g h l i g hte d  t h e  n e e d  to  c h a n g e  s o c i a l 

a tt i tu d e s  a n d  ta ke  a  w h o l e - o f - s o c i ety 

a p p ro a c h  i n  p l a n n i n g  a n d  d e s i g n i n g  d eve l o p -

m e nt  s o l u t i o n s  to  re d u c e  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n st 

wo m e n .  Seve ra l  p a rt i c i p a nts  a l s o  ex p re s s e d 

c o n c e r n  ove r  m i s o g y n i st i c  sta te m e nts  m a d e 

d u r i n g  re l i g i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  t h a t  v i o l a te d  wo m -

e n ' s  c o n st i tu t i o n a l  r i g hts .  T h e y  s u g g e ste d  t h a t 

t h e  g ove r n m e nt  a n d  l a w  e n f o rc e m e nt  a g e n c i e s 

m o n i to r  t h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s  c l o s e l y  to  p reve nt 

t h e  s p re a d  o f  n e g a t i ve  a tt i tu d e s  towa rd s 

wo m e n .

T h e  eve nt  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a l l  p a rt i c i p a nts  p l e d g -

i n g  to  sta n d  a g a i n st  a n y  f o r m  o f  g e n d e r - b a s e d 

v i o l e n c e  a n d  ta k i n g  a n  o a t h  to  s p e a k  u p  i f  t h e y 

w i t n e s s  s o m e o n e  b e i n g  h a ra s s e d  o r  h u m i l i a te d . 

T h e  G e n e ra t i o n  D i a l o g u e  ‘Yo u t h  i n  P reve nt i n g 

V i o l e n c e  Ag a i n st  Wo m e n ’  s u c c e s sf u l l y  ra i s e d 

a wa re n e s s  o f  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e 

ste p s  re q u i re d  to  p reve nt  i t .  T h e  i n s i g hts 

s h a re d  b y  t h e  s p e a ke rs  w i l l  h e l p  g u i d e  f u tu re 

The Generation Dialogue 
‘Youth in preventing 
Violence Against Women’ 



P RA A N  A n n u a l  re p o rt  ‘2 2
I n c l u s i o n  &  D i ve rs i t y

Preventing Gender-Based Vio-
lence against Women in Emer-
gency ( G B V i E )  N o a k h a l i  n et wo r k  i s  a  g ro u p  o f 

m o re  t h a n  2 0  m e m b e rs  i n c l u d i n g  c i v i l  s o c i ety 

o rg a n i za t i o n s ,  a ct i v i sts ,  l a w y e rs ,  y o u t h  a n d 

wo m e n - l e d  o rg a n i za t i o n s .  T h e  n et wo r k  wo r ks 

c o l l a b o ra t i ve l y  to  p rov i d e  re f e r ra l  s e r v i c e s  a n d 

p s y c h o s o c i a l  s u p p o rt  to  v i ct i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n 

n a tu ra l  e m e rg e n c i e s . 

Pa rt i c i p a to r y  Re s e a rc h  &  Act i o n  N et wo r k 

( P RA A N )  h a s  b e e n  p rov i d i n g  t h e  s e c reta r i a t  f o r 

t h e  n et wo r k  f o r  t h e  l a st  f i ve  y e a rs ,  a n d  t h e 

n et wo r k  m e ets  b i - m o nt h l y  to  d i s c u s s  i ts  o b j e c -

t i ve s  a n d  p ro g re s s .

T h e  s u c c e s sf u l  c o o rd i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  G B V i E 

N o a k h a l i  n et wo r k  b y  P RA A N  h a s  b ro u g ht  to g et h -

e r  a  d i ve rs e  g ro u p  o f  o rg a n i za t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d -

u a l s  wo r k i n g  towa rd s  a  c o m m o n  g o a l  o f 

p reve nt i n g  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n st 

wo m e n  i n  e m e rg e n c i e s .  T h e  p re s e nt  G B V i E 

N o a k h a l i  N et wo r k  h a s  d i ve rs i f i e d  c a p a c i t i e s  a n d 

l o n g  ex p e r i e n c e s  i n  wo r k i n g  w i t h  wo m e n 

e m p owe r m e nt ,  wo m e n ' s  r i g hts ,  p reve nt i n g 

g e n d e r  v i o l e n c e ,  y o u t h  m o b i l i za t i o n  c a m p a i g n -

i n g ,  etc .  T h e  b i - m o nt h l y  m e et i n g s  p rov i d e  a n 

o p p o rtu n i ty  to  d i s c u s s  t h e  n et wo r k ' s  o b j e c -

t i ve s ,  s h a re  ex p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  p l a n  e ff e ct i ve 

i nte r ve nt i o n s .  T h ro u g h  i n c re a s e d  c l i m a te 

a wa re n e s s ,  a d a pta t i o n ,  a n d  m i t i g a t i o n  m e a -

s u re s  a n d  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  c o m m u n i ty  m e m b e rs 

a s  p reve nt i o n  a cto rs ,  t h e  n et wo r k  a i m s  to 

ta c k l e  t h e  d i s p ro p o rt i o n a te  i m p a ct  o f  b ot h 

n a tu ra l  a n d  n a tu ra l  d i s a ste rs  o n  wo m e n  a n d 

e n s u re  t h e i r  s a f ety  a n d  we l l - b e i n g  i n  a n y  ty p e 

o f  e m e rg e n c y  s i tu a t i o n s .
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Rights &
Responsive
governance
I t  f o c u s e s  o n  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  g ove r n a n c e  i s  re s p o n -

s i ve  to  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  r i g hts  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h i s 

t h e m e  re c o g n i ze s  t h e  i m p o rta n c e  o f  p ro m ot i n g 

a c c o u nta b i l i t y ,  t ra n s p a re n c y ,  a n d  c i t i ze n  p a rt i c i p a -

t i o n  i n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p ro c e s s e s ,  a n d  s e e k s  to 

e n s u re  t h a t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a re  a b l e  to  a c c e s s  t h e i r 

r i g hts  a n d  b e n e f i ts  i n  a  m e a n i n g f u l  wa y .  T h i s  t h e m e 

a i m s  to  b u i l d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  to  p a rt i c i -

p a te  i n  g ove r n a n c e  p ro c e s s e s  a n d  h o l d  d e c i -

s i o n - m a k e rs  a c c o u nta b l e  f o r  t h e i r  a ct i o n s ,  a n d  to 

p ro m ote  g o o d  g ove r n a n c e  p ra ct i c e s  a t  a l l  l eve l s  o f 

g ove r n m e nt .

P h oto  C re d i t :  S a l a h u d d i n  A h m e d / T h e  B u s i n e s s  S ta n d a rd
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Fo o d  i s  t h e  b a s i c  a n d  f u n d a m e nta l  r i g ht  o f 

eve r y  h u m a n  b e i n g .  Fu l f i l l i n g  t h e  r i g ht  to  f o o d  i s 

t h e  p re re q u i s i te  f o r  s u sta i n i n g  h u m a n  ex i s -

te n c e .  T h e  c o n st i tu t i o n  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  a l s o 

i d e nt i f i e s  f o o d  a s  a  b a s i c  n e c e s s i ty  o f  l i f e . 

P RA A N  h a s  b e e n  r u n n i n g  va r i o u s  c a m p a i g n s  f o r 

a  l o n g  t i m e  to  e n s u re  f o o d  a n d  n u t r i t i o n  s e c u r i -

ty  f o r  a l l  c i t i ze n s .  O n  t h e  eve  o f  t h e  I nte r n a t i o n -

a l  H u m a n  R i g hts  D a y  2 0 2 3 ,  P RA A N  a r ra n g e d 

s eve ra l  c i t i ze n ' s  d i a l o g u e  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e 

i n re a s i n g  f o o d  f r i c e  a n d  d e m a n d  f o r  a l l o c a t i o n 

to  b ro a d e n  s o c i a l  s e c u r i ty  p ro g ra m m e s .

A social audit report re l e a s e d  a t  t h e 

c i t i ze n  d i a l o g u e  t i t l e d  ' Fo o d  Se c u r i ty  S i tu a t i o n : 

I n c re a s e  o f  Fo o d  P r i c e  a n d  A l l o c a t i o n  o f  So c i a l 

Se c u r i ty  P ro g ra m m e s '  reve a l e d  t h a t  o n l y  2 0 

p e rc e nt  o f  t h e  m o nt h l y  f o o d  n e e d s  o f  t h e  b e n e -

f i c i a r i e s  we re  m et  t h ro u g h  TC B ' s  Fa m i l y  Ca rd 

p ro g ra m ,  l e a v i n g  t h e m  i n  f o o d  s h o rta g e  f o r  t h e 

re st  o f  t h e  m o nt h .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s ,  b e n e f i c i a -

r i e s  h a d  to  s p e n d  ext ra  m o n e y  o n  t ra ve l  c o sts 

d u e  to  t h e  d i sta n c e  o f  t h e  TC B  s a l e s  c e nte r  a n d 

i n a b i l i ty  to  p u rc h a s e  f o o d  p ro d u cts  a c c o rd i n g 

to  t h e i r  n e e d s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a c ka g e  s y ste m .

T h e  eve nt  to o k  p l a c e  i n  N o a k h a l i  a n d  wa s 

a tte n d e d  b y  n u m e ro u s  o ff i c i a l s  f ro m  p u b l i c  a n d 

p r i va te  i n st i tu t i o n s ,  l o c a l  g ove r n m e nt  re p re -

s e nta t i ve s ,  y o u t h ,  p h y s i c a l l y  c h a l l e n g e d 

p e rs o n s ,  a n d  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  va r i o u s  g ove r n -

m e nt  Sa f ety N et  p ro g ra m s . 

T h e  s p e a ke rs  o n  t h e  d i a l o g u e  e m p h a s i ze d  t h e 

i m p o rta n c e  o f  e n s u r i n g  t h e  f o o d  s e c u r i ty  o f 

c i t i ze n s .  T h e y  h i g h l i g hte d  t h a t  t h e  i n c re a s e  i n 

f o o d  p r i c e s  a n d  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  h a ve 

h a d  a  s i g n i f i c a nt  i m p a ct  o n  p e o p l e ' s  f o o d  s e c u -

r i ty ,  w i t h  m o re  t h a n  3  c ro re  p e o p l e  b e c o m i n g 

p o o r  i n  t h e  c o u nt r y .  T h e  s p e a ke rs  c a l l e d  f o r  a 

ra n g e  o f  m e a s u re s  to  e n s u re  f o o d  s e c u r i ty  f o r 

a l l  c i t i ze n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e n c o u ra g i n g  f a m i l y  f a r m -

i n g ,  st re n g t h e n i n g  l o c a l  m a r ket  s u p e r v i s i o n 

d u r i n g  Ra m a d a n ,  i nt ro d u c i n g  ra t i o n  c a rd s  f o r 

t h e  p o o r ,  i n c re a s i n g  t h e  a m o u nt  o f  TC B  f o o d 

a s s i sta n c e  c a rd s ,  e n s u r i n g  g o o d  g ove r n a n c e  i n 

t h e  d i st r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  c a rd s ,  c a m p a i g n i n g 

a b o u t  TC B  p ro d u cts  s e l l i n g  t i m e  a n d  l i st  o f  p ro d -

u cts  f o r  t h e  c i t i ze n s ,  i n c re a s i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f 

s a l e s  o u t l ets ,  a b a n d o n i n g  p a rt i s a n s h i p  i n  t h e 

s e l e ct i o n  o f  b e n e f i c i a r i e s ,  m i t i g a t i n g  p r i c e 

s h o c ks  o n  t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  c o u nt r y , 

i n c re a s i n g  s o c i a l  s a f ety  n et  to  e n s u re  f o o d 

s e c u r i ty ,  t ra n s p a re n c y ,  a n d  a c c o u nta b i l i ty , 

d o m e st i c  p ro d u ct i o n ,  a n d  re a c h i n g  t h e  p e o p l e 

o f  m a rg i n a l  a n d  wo r k i n g  i n c o m e .

T h e  s o c i a l  a u d i t  re p o rt  ‘TC B  Fa m i l y  Ca rd 

P ro g ra m :  W h a t  a n d  H ow  M u c h  t h e  Low - I n c o m e 

Pe o p l e  Re a l l y  G et ’  p rov i d e d  va l u a b l e  i n s i g hts 

i nto  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  l ow - i n c o m e  f a m i -

l i e s  i n  a c c e s s i n g  f o o d  t h ro u g h  t h e  TC B  Fa m i l y 

Ca rd  p ro g ra m .  T h e  re p o rt  h a s  s p a r ke d  a 

m u c h - n e e d e d  c o nve rs a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r 

g re a te r  s u p p o rt  a n d  a ct i o n  to  a d d re s s  f o o d 

i n s e c u r i ty  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .

S i m i l a r  eve nts  we re  a r ra n g e d  i n  B a r i s a l ,  Ra j s h a h i 

a n d  H a b i g a n j  a s  we l l .  T h e  p a rt i c i p a nts  i n  t h e s e 

d i a l o g u e s  b l a m e d  va r i o u s  i nte r n a l  p ro b l e m s 

b e s i d e s  t h e  g l o b a l  c r i s i s  b e h i n d  t h i s  c r i s i s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  h o a rd i n g  a n d  t h e  o p p o rtu n i st i c  m e n -

ta l i ty  o f  b u s i n e s s m e n  a s  we l l  a s  l a c k  o f  p ro p e r 

m o n i to r i n g  ove r  m a r ket .  T h e  eve nts  we re 

s u c c e s sf u l  i n  c re a t i o n  a  st i r  a m o n g  t h e  l o c a l 

p e o p l e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  re m a r ka b l y  p u b l i c i ze d  i n 

t h e  m e d i a . 

citizen’s dialogue
'Food Security Situation: 
Increase of Food Price 
and Allocation of Social 
Security Programmes' 
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The Barind region i n  B a n g l a d e s h  h a s 

b e e n  f a c i n g  a  s eve re  c r i s i s  o f  i r r i g a t i o n  wa te r , 

w h i c h  h a s  a ff e cte d  t h e  l i ve l i h o o d  o f  i n d i g e n o u s 

a n d  m a rg i n a l  f a r m e rs  i n  t h e  a re a .  T h e  g ove r n -

m e nt ,  t h ro u g h  t h e  B a r i n d  I nte g ra te d  A re a  D eve l -

o p m e nt  P ro j e ct  u n d e r  B a n g l a d e s h  Ag r i c u l tu re 

D eve l o p m e nt  Co r p o ra t i o n  ( B A D C ) ,  h a s  a tte m pt -

e d  to  c re a te  i r r i g a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  re g i o n 

t h ro u g h  t h e  i n sta l l a t i o n  o f  d e e p  tu b e  we l l s , 

d i g g i n g  o f  p o n d s  a n d  c a n a l s .  H oweve r ,  t h e 

i m p l e m e nta t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro j e ct  p o l i c y  h a s  b e e n 

i n a d e q u a te ,  a n d  t h e re  h a ve  b e e n  re p o rts  o f  t h e 

p r i o r i t i za t i o n  o f  r i c h  f a r m e rs  i n  wa te r  d i st r i b u -

t i o n .  T h i s  h a s  l e ft  i n d i g e n o u s  a n d  m a rg i n a l  f a r m -

e rs  st r u g g l i n g  to  a c c e s s  t h e  wa te r  t h e y  n e e d 

to  m a i nta i n  t h e i r  l i ve l i h o o d s .

T h e  c r i s i s  o f  i r r i g a t i o n  wa te r  h a s  b e c o m e  s o 

d i re  t h a t  i n  M a rc h  2 0 2 2 ,  t wo  f a r m e rs  c o m m i tte d 

s u i c i d e  d u e  to  t h e  l a c k  o f  wa te r  i n  t h e i r  p a d d y 

f i e l d s .  T h i s  i n c i d e nt  h a s  b ro u g ht  t h e  i s s u e  o f 

m i s m a n a g e m e nt  o f  wa te r  d i st r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e 

B a r i n d  I nte g ra te d  A re a  D eve l o p m e nt  P ro j e ct  to 

t h e  f o re f ro nt ,  h i g h l i g ht i n g  t h e  u rg e nt  n e e d  f o r 

a ct i o n  to  b e  ta ke n  to  a d d re s s  t h e  c r i s i s .

Ac c o rd i n g  to  va r i o u s  re p o rts  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e 

wa ke  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e nt ,  i t  h a s  b e c o m e  ev i d e nt 

t h a t  n ot  o n l y  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  f a r m e rs  b u t  a l s o 

t h e  m a rg i n a l  f a r m e rs  o f  t h e  re g i o n  a re  s u ff e r -

i n g  f ro m  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  i r r i g a t i o n  wa te r .  T h e re  a re 

va r i o u s  re a s o n s  i nvo l ve d  l i ke -  p r i o r i t i z i n g  t h e 

r i c h  f a r m e rs  i n  wa te r  d i st r i b u t i o n ,  o p p re s s i o n 

o f  t h o s e  i n  p owe r ,  f a ct i o n a l i s m  etc .  At  t h e  s a m e 

t i m e ,  m a rg i n a l  f a r m e rs  d o  n ot  h a ve  o p p o rtu n i ty 

to  p a rt i c i p a te  i n  t h e  m a n a g e m e nt  c o m m i tte e  o f 

t h i s  p ro j e ct .  T h e i r  d e m a n d s  a re  n ot  re f l e cte d 

h e re .  So m e  k i n d  o f  c o r p o ra te  c o nt ro l  h a s  b e e n 

c re a te d  ove r  a g r i c u l tu ra l  s e cto r  i n  t h e  B a r i n d 

re g i o n .  As  a  re s u l t ,  t h e  c r i s i s  h a s  b e c o m e  m o re 

a p p a re nt . 

I n  t h i s  c o ntext ,  a  f a ct - f i n d i n g  m i s s i o n  wa s 

i n i t i a te d  to  m a ke  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  t h e 

a ct i o n s  t h e  g ove r n m e nt  c a n  ta ke  i n  t h e  i nte re st 

o f  t h e  m a rg i n a l  f a r m e rs  o f  t h e  B a r i n d  re g i o n . 

A  re p o rt  wa s  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  a  s et  o f  re c o m m e n -

d a t i o n s  to  e n s u re  t h a t  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  a n d  m a r -

g i n a l  f a r m e rs  h a ve  a c c e s s  to  g ove r n m e nt 

s e r v i c e s  a n d  g e n e ra l  re s o u rc e s  i n  t h e  B a r i n d 

re g i o n  a s  we l l .  T h e  Fa ct - f i n d i n g  Re p o rt  c a n  b e 

a c c e s s e d  h e re :  s h o rtu r l . a t / z N U W 7

We  b e l i eve  t h e  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e 

f a ct - f i n d i n g  m i s s i o n  re p o rt  a re  a n  i m p o rta nt 

ste p  towa rd s  a c h i ev i n g  t h i s  g o a l ,  a n d  we  h o p e 

t h a t  t h e  g ove r n m e nt  w i l l  ta ke  t h e m  i nto  c o n s i d -

e ra t i o n  a s  t h e y  wo r k  to  a d d re s s  t h e  c r i s i s  i n 

t h e  re g i o n .
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